ENG12U Glossary of Terms
Ambiguity: any means of communication that can be interpreted in more than one way
Anachronism: anything that is out of its natural order of time. 
Atmosphere: the emotional world of a scene or a work as a whole

Antithesis: opposition or contrast of ideas or words in a balanced or parallel construction
Archetype: a generic, idealized model of a person, object, or concept from which similar instances are derived, copied, patterned, or emulated
Argument: discourse intended to convince or persuade through appeals to reason or emotion

Author’s opinion: the author’s beliefs about his subject
Author’s viewpoint: the author’s position on a subject (ex. political, religious, environmental)
Balance: the construction of a sentence in such as way that both halves are about the same length and equally important

Bias: drawing a conclusion about a population based on a sample that is prejudiced

· Objective: to simply present the facts, without opinion or bias
· Subjective: the specific discerning interpretations of any aspect of experiences, unique to the person experiencing them or with bias

Catastrophe: the final resolution or denouement of the plot in a tragedy usually involving the death of the protagonist
Conflict: A struggle between two opposing forces
Central conflict: the dominant struggle between opposing forces in a work
Character: one who inhabits or takes part in a literary work
· Protagonist: the main character of a literary work with whom the reader is meant to identify
· Antagonist: the most prominent of characters who opposes the protagonist
· Foil: a character meant to represent attributes and values that are diametrically opposed to these of another character, who is usually the protagonist

· Major character, Minor character, Central character, Secondary character
· Character (personality): the distinguishing moral qualities and personal traits of a character

· Characterization: methods of presentation of a character
· Exposition: one of the four major forms of discourse, in which something is explained or “set forth.”
· Argumentation:  one of the four forms of discourse which uses logic, ethics, and emotional appeals (logos, ethos, pathos) to develop an effective means to convince the reader to think or act in a certain way
· Supporting evidence: the use of facts, examples, details, or anecdotes that illustrate or demonstrate the truth a thesis
· Thesis: The central argument of an argumentative work
· Implied thesis: an indirect thesis that is not specifically stated

· Stated thesis: an explicit thesis that clearly states the general idea

· Description a form of discourse that uses language to create a mood or emotion

· Narration: the form of discourse that tells about a series of events
· Presentation in action
· Representation from within
Colloquialism: the use of informal, conversational, language

Comedy: a generic term used to describe works that do not conform to the pattern of a tragedy

Connotation: the implied meaning of a word
Crisis: a decisive point in the plot of a play or story, upon which the outcome of the remaining action depends
Denotation: the literal meaning of a word, the dictionary meaning
Dialogue: speech between characters
Destiny: the predetermined course of events of an individual or society

Episode, Incident: an event that moves the plot forward or reveals character

Euphemism: a word or phrase that has an acceptable connotation and that in an indirect or tactful way expresses what may be upsetting or unpleasant
Existentialism: a philosophical movement that focuses on the individual human being’s experience of, recognition of, and triumph over the meaninglessness of existence
Fate: the ultimate end to a character’s story, traditionally controlled by Gods in ancient Greek literature

Foreshadowing: a method of building suspense by hinting future events
Hubris: overweening pride

Illustration: a visualization that compliments text
Implication: a logical relationship between two propositions

Inference: he act of considering a fact true because its truth is believed to follow from a former fact
Innuendo: an indirect or subtle, usually derogatory, implication in expression; an insinuation

Irony: an implied discrepancy between what is presented or said and what is meant.

· Dramatic Irony: irony that occurs when the audience is aware of something a character does not know.

· Situational Irony: a contrast between what is expected what actually occurs

· Verbal Irony: irony between what is said and what is meant

Jargon: language and expressions specific to a profession or group that an sometimes be difficult for others to understand

Juxtaposition: the placing of words, phrases, or sentences side by side in order to highlight similarities or differences

Logical fallacy: a flaw in the structure of a deductive argument that renders the argument invalid
Malapropism: the substitution of one word for another, incorrect, word that sounds similar to the proper word
Methods of Development: techniques employed by an author to convince or persuade the reader

· Examples (and explanation)
· Cause and effect
· Reference to authority: the quoting of a text or person who is an authority or “expert” on the topic

· Analogy: a comparison such that the reader will infer that two objects or events that are alike in one respect, will be alike in another respect

· Allusion: a brief, indirect reference to a person, place, object or event, assumed to be known to the reader

· Reference to pop culture: a reference, direct or indirect (as an allusion), to current fads, well-known television shows, songs, music videos, movies, jargon, and activities

· Descriptive details
· Generalization: an assumption based on a small sample of evidence

· Contrast: highlights only differences

· Anecdote: a brief, simple narration of a real-life incident

· Narration
· Comparison: highlights differences and similarities

· Inductive/deductive reasoning: 

· Statistics
· Concession: the author concedes that the opposition is right on a specific point or in one respect in an argumentative discourse

· Pattern of question and answer
Mood: the predominant emotional response evoked in the reader as a direct result of the established atmosphere

Motif: the recurrence of a significant idea or image
Narrative: a collection of events, which may be true or not, placed in a particular order and recounted through either telling or writing.
Narrative voice: the distinct style or manner of expression of an author or character that reveals attitude, personality and character through dialogue and narrative commentary
Narrator: the speaker or the “voice” of an oral or written work
Point of view: the identity of the narrative voice
· First-person: from the vantage point of a character

· Third person limited: from the vantage point of an outsider who only knows one character’s inner thoughts

· Third person omniscient: from the vantage point of an outsider who knows all characters’ inner thoughts
Onomatopoeia: a word that mimics a sound

Oxymoron: a combination of contradictory terms

Paradox: a situation or statement that appears to contradict itself, but does not upon closer inspection

Paraphrase: restatement of a text or passage, using other words

Parody: a literary work that ridicules another composition by imitating and exaggerating aspects of its content

Pathetic fallacy: the attribution of human traits to nature or inanimate objects

Pathos: deep emotion, passion, or suffering that evokes sadness sympathy or pity

Precis: a summary done in one's own words about a text source

Prose: Prose describes the type of writing that poetry embodies, unadorned with obvious stylistic devices

Quotation: the repetition of one expression as part of another one, particularly when the quoted expression is well-known or explicitly attributed to its original source

Sarcasm: a statement of the opposite of an intended meaning, especially in order to sneeringly jest or mock a person, situation or thing

Satire: a literary work that mimics another work in order to criticize it

Setting: the time and place in which a literary work takes place

Structure of a literary work: diction, syntax, tone, attitude, figures of speech, connotations, repetition, and form of a work

· Generic structure: tragedy, comedy, etc.

· Various components: repetition, contrast, parallelism, etc.

Style: the ways in which features of the language are used to convey meaning

· Diction: the specific words chosen for their connotation, implications, and power to reveal attitude or tone

· Sentence structure: the composition of a sentence

· Short sentences effectively present strong feelings, create dramatic effects, or emphasize a point

· Long sentences effectively develop suspense, show contrast, develop a proof, provide detailed description, create mood, or fully express a complex concept.

· Rhetoric: the art or technique of persuasion, the devices that the author uses to persuade

· Rhetorical devices: a question that is intended to emphasize a point and persuade or engage the reader rather than provoke an answer

· Periodic sentences hold the reader in suspense until the last word and then impress the point

· Inverted sentences reverse the subject-verb order

· Balanced sentences are aesthetically pleasing and often memorable and emphatic

· Parallel structure, parallelism: the use of the same form for words, phrases, or clauses that have equal value and function

· Figurative language and literary devices: any use of language in which the intended meaning differs from the literal meaning of the words themselves

· Alliteration: the repetition of consonants or vowels of words within close proximity

· Consonant alliteration involves the repetition of consonants

· Assonant alliteration involves the repetition of vowel sounds

· Hyperbole, exaggeration: an extravagant overstatement, not intended to be taken literally

· Imagery: any connotative, figurative, descriptive language that develops a mental image
· Metaphor: a direct comparison between two unlike objects involving the verb “to be” and without the use of “like” or “as”

· Personification: a type of metaphor that gives human or living qualities to inanimate objects or ideas

· Simile: speech that incorporates “like” or “as” in order to compare two unlike objects

· Symbol: an object with meaning beyond its literal meaning

· Symbolism: the use of specific objects or images to represent abstract ideas
· Understatement: a type of verbal irony in which something is purposely represented as being far less important than it actually is

· Adoption of language to appeal to audience: 

· Audience: the group of people intended to experience of a work of art
· Tone: the author’s attitude towards his subject and towards his audience

· Persona: a mask worn by an author, usually a first-person narrator introduced by the author in order to relate the events of a story

· Voice: the personality and attributes of the author that one can detect through his work
· Manipulation of time: use of flashbacks or other alterations of chronological events
· Method of presenting material to fit the audience: whether the author explains the relationship between each point or leaves the reader to deduce a relationship
· Style of the period in which the author wrote: the era in which the work was written
· Major influences on the author: includes the Bible, metaphysics, etc.
· Genre in which the author has chosen to write: typically includes tragedy, comedy, fantasy, romance, or satire
· Tragedy: a literary work in which the protagonist suffers a fall in fortunate usually caused by an error in judgment, excessive virtue, or a character flaw.

· Classical tragedy: a work in which a noble hero’s hamartia causes him to break a moral law that lead to his downfall--includes a hamartia (mistake in behavior) and a catharsis (emotional release), and may include a hubris (excessive pride)

· Hamartia: an error of failure that leads the protagonist to his downfall Hero: characters that, in the face of danger and adversity or from a position of weakness, display courage and the will for self-sacrifice for the greater good

· Tragic hero: a protagonist who comes to a bad end as a result of his own behavior, usually caused by a specific personality disorder or character flaw

· Tragic consequences: undeserved consequences resulting in a character flaw or contradiction in character in a tragedy

· Shakespearian tragedy: includes “tragic flaw,” “tragic inevitability,” “cathartic effect,” and “tragic consequences”

· Tragic Flaw: a character flaw

· Modern tragedy: a work in which the hero is an ordinary person who suffers a downfall due to a tragic flaw--includes “isolation,” “alienation,” “anti-hero,” “use of the absurd,” and “loss of self”

Syntax: the construction of sentences
Technique: aspects of a work including character development, plot, dialogue, style, and point of view
Theme: the author’s underlying message or concern
· Central theme: the dominant theme of a literary work
